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Launch of the CCIN Commission Report: Community-Led Housing: a Key Role for 

Local Authorities 

 

The Housing Commission on Community-Led Housing is launching its report, ‘Community-Led Housing: a Key 

Role for Local Authorities’. Set up by the Co-operative Councils’ Innovation Network, the Commission’s 

practical approach is aimed at promoting good practice and innovation to enable councils to work with 

communities to generate more affordable housing and make best use of government funding for community-

led housing (CLH). 

The report is timely because the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government’s relaunched 

Community Housing Fund in England and funding for community-led housing provided by the Welsh and 

Scottish governments. Written from the local authorities’ point of view, this report argues that CLH should be 

‘added to the strategic mix’ to increase the supply of homes that local people can afford. Different solutions 

are required for different markets, but CLH can make a contribution, whether through new build homes, 

returning empty properties to use or introducing CLH into the management of existing homes.  

The report provides an introduction to CLH and how it comes into being including funding available. It sets out 

how CLH can help local authorities achieve their strategic priorities and gives examples of how authorities can 

enable or support it. It also provides sources of further guidance. 

Councillor Sharon Taylor OBE, Chair of the Co-operative Councils’ Innovation Network, and Leader of 

Stevenage Borough Council, who commissioned the report, said “I’m delighted at the outcomes of this report.  

With 12 different Case Studies, it shows that there’s no ‘one-size fits all’ approach to generating community-

led housing. Housing is at a crisis point in the UK.  Too often we hear that people are caught in the private 

rental trap or unable to get on to the housing ladder.  Enabling communities to create affordable homes is 

something that local councils can do, and this report provides real examples of how to do it.  We’re 

encouraging all councils to commit to supporting the development of more community-led housing”. 

Councillor Tony Newman, Chair of the Commission and Leader of Croydon Council said: “The housing markets 

across the UK are failing to meet the needs of local communities. We are advocating community-led housing 

because we recognise the shortage of public sector resources for housing. We need to harness communities’ 

local knowledge, commitment and resources in order to generate affordable housing. We have brought 

together examples of good practice and innovation by councils across the country. Our report adopts a 

practical approach to enable other authorities to follow this lead and support community-led housing.”  

In addition, the Commission has developed 12 more detailed case studies that each set out how and why a 

local authority is supporting CLH, with examples of homes created in their area. Authorities included are from 



 
 

                           
 

England, Wales and Scotland, and cover urban and rural areas of both high and low housing demand. These 

are available on http://www.ccinhousing.co.uk/case-studies/  

ENDS 

Notes for editors 

The Housing Commission was set up in September 2016 by the Cooperative Councils’ Innovation Network 

(CCIN), led by Croydon Council, to encourage and enable local authorities to foster and support co-operative 

and community-led solutions to the housing crisis. Commissioners include representative of local authorities, 

campaigning and support organisations, policy experts and leaders of community-led organisations.  For more 

information go to www.ccinhousing.co.uk  

Co-operative Councils Innovation Network (CCIN) is a non-party-political active hub for co-operative policy 

development, innovation and advocacy. It is a vehicle for helping councils translate co-operative policy and 

principles into practice. For more information go to: http://www.councils.coop/ 

Government funding for Community-led Housing  

• The Government’s Community Housing Fund was relaunched in November 2017 and will provide £60m 

per year for CLH in England over four years. A prospectus for the next phase of the Fund will be issued in 

January 2018. 

• The Welsh Government supports CLH schemes through the Welsh Co-operative Centre. For more 

information go to: http://gov.wales/newsroom/housing-and-regeneration/2017/170426-new-funding-

lays-the-foundations-for-wales-co-operative-Housing-initiative/?lang=en.  

• In Scotland communities can apply to the Scottish Government’s Rural and Island Housing Funds. For 

more information go to: https://beta.gov.scot/policies/more-homes/rural-housing-fund/.  

• Funding for CLH is also available from other sources. 

For further information please contact:  

Nicola Huckerby, Co-operative Councils’ Innovation Network  

comms@councils.coop | 07813 687 292 

 

 


