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The scale and breadth of the Inquiry
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Our brief

The ambition for the inquiry is broadly to develop a clear vision for the role of 

civil society in England over the next ten years

Specifically to:

1. consider the changing nature of civil society and its prospects

2. to investigate how to maximise the positive effect of civil action

3. To provide a roadmap as to how to realise these opportunities
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Our funders
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Forum for the Future is the 

lead organisation. 

Forum is an independent 

non-profit working with 

business, government and 

civil society to understand 

and accelerate the 

transition to a sustainable 

future.  

openDemocracy will lead 

on communications, online 

and advocacy.

openDemocracy is a not-

for-profit media outlet.

Goldsmiths University of 

London will be responsible 

for research excellence, 

through the expertise 

available at Goldsmiths in 

the Centre for Global Media 

and Democracy, the Faiths 

and Civil Society Unit and 

the Centre for Urban and 

Community Research.

Citizens UK will lead on 

public engagement. 

Citizens UK builds the 

power of organised civil 

society to achieve social 

justice and the common 

good, with diverse 

community alliances across 

England.

Our secretariat



Some observations



Individual giving & Gov income are top sources of income

Source: NCVO Almanac 2016
Sources of income, voluntary sector (£b, 2013/4 prices)



But Gov income is now mostly contracts, not grants

Source: NCVO Almanac 2016
Income from government, 2000/1-2013/4 (£b, 2013/4 prices)



Austerity bites

• Two thirds of charities say they have used money from public donations to prop up key 

health and social services they have been hired to provide

• Half the charities surveyed turned down contracts because the operational risks of trying 

to deliver a quality service on the cheap were too high. 

• Others handed contracts back because they felt they could not deliver value to 

beneficiaries with the available funding

Source: New Philanthropy Capital (2017) “Charities taking charge: transforming to face a 

changing world”



Bridging the divide?

Reductions in funding 
are threatening civil 
society

The commissioning 
relationship isn’t 
working for us

Our voice and influence 
has been reduced

There are lots of new 
opportunities for civil 
society

There are lots of new 
opportunities for civil 
society

What will happen to 
state assets?

How do we reshape our 
relationship with civil 
society?

How do we support civil 
society?

How do we reach parts 
of civil society we don’t 
know about yet?
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Future role of councillors?

• The inquiry really wants to hear from you but here are a few reflections…

• Some of these issues are longstanding

• Councillors can help provide strategic oversight, joining the dots in an area 

(where are local assets, who is doing what in civil society)

• Councillors can help build a local vision, responding to local people’s emotions 

(e.g. lack of trust in public institutions and helping to build that with local people)

• Councillors can help join up civil society activities in a local area / helping 

people to support each other

• Councillors can help civil society respond to opportunities (e.g. translating 

policy / funding requirements)
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The core principles at the heart of the inquiry



Online Hub www.civilsocietyfutures.org
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Civil Society Futures Conversation
civilsocietyfutures.org/conversations
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Now: 

Join the mailing list at civilsocietyfutures.org

Join the conversation on social media #civilsocietyfutures

Host a Civil Society Futures Conversation

Have a lot more to say about civil society? Write for our blog at civilsocietyfutures.org 

Soon:

Attend an inquiry event

Respond to a call for evidence

How can you get involved?



Thank you

Questions?

How to get in touch:

info@civilsocietyfutures.org
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